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Field of the Invention
This invention relates

generally to an article of
footwear having a lifting

strap and, more
particularly, to a lifting

strap for a sandal having
a loop and tab. 2.

Description of Related
Art Articles of footwear

with integral lifting
straps are known in the
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art and are convenient
and efficient for a wearer

as they permit the
wearer to lift the article
of footwear off of the
ground. When using a

prior art lifting strap, the
lifting strap is positioned

generally above the
instep of the wearer's

foot, about the
circumference of the
wearer's foot, on the
wearer's heel, on the

back of the wearer's foot
and on or near the

wearer's ankle. These
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known prior art lifting
straps are generally

permanently affixed to
the article of footwear,

i.e., the strap may not be
re-positioned along the
instep or circumference
of the wearer's foot. A
prior art lifting strap

design includes a loop
that is looped about an

ankle or foot of a wearer
when the wearer is

wearing the sandal, and
a tab extending in a

generally lateral
direction from the loop
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and fastening the loop to
the sandal. The loop is

typically disposed
generally over or above
a portion of the sole of

the sandal and in a
position generally above
the area of the wearer's

foot. A problem with
such a prior art lifting

strap design is that the
loop is difficult to fasten
about the wearer's foot
and ankle, especially

when wet, and it can be
difficult to fasten the
loop when it is wet.
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Moreover, there is a
tendency for the loop to

loosen as the wearer
walks or runs, and the

loose loop can be
uncomfortable and lead

to tripping or other
accidents. Another

problem with the prior
art sandal lifting straps is

that the straps are
generally solid in cross-
section (i.e., without any
openings) and therefore

the straps are not
effective at encouraging

healthy growth of the
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wearer's foot or ankle.
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