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contribute to the decreased visual function. Early
involvement of the optic nerves may occur in people

at an early stage of MS. Here we report a study of
the prevalence of optic neuritis (ON) in early stages
of the disease. Methods ======= The national MS

register in Sweden (NMD) and national patient
registers were searched for cases with first

manifestation of MS. Cases with ON were identified.
In this study the MS diagnosis was confirmed by

more than one neurologist with involvement of more
than one site. All other patients were identified as
people with demyelinating disease (DD) of central
nervous system (CNS) such as multiple sclerosis

(MS), non-specific encephalitis (NSE) or
neuromyelitis optica (NMO). Cases with optic

neuritis (ON) were compared with the control group.
Results ======= We identified 321 cases with

confirmed MS and 725 cases with
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