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the Battle of Ideas or slips into a dark period of
history.” – María Teresa Cancio, Venezuelan

intellectual National report | April 10, 2014 The first
place where one encounters the cancerous growth

that has done great harm to the health of
Venezuela is in the daily headlines, in the front

pages of newspapers, and in the best political and
social programs on radio and television. The news
that Venezuelans are enduring an emergency of

hunger due to an unprecedented social program is
the headline in all editions of El País, the leading

daily newspaper in Spain, the second most popular
on the continent. The business daily El Comercio

reports that hunger and severe poverty are the two
biggest problems of the 20th century in Venezuela.
It seems like three years have passed since the first

wave of Venezuelans left the country and that
Venezuelans on the frontlines of this crisis are not
just moving in the same direction. More than two
million Venezuelans have left, to travel to other

countries or to emigrate, leaving their country with
one of the largest human migrations in the world.
The exodus of foreigners from the South American

country has also raised the figure of Brazilians,
Colombians and Ecuadorians. It was the promise of

personal freedom to those who left that was the
main bait, but the destruction of the social system

left behind, and the lack of everything that
prevents poverty, has caused the exodus to
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