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this May 7, 2016 file photo, New York Republican
presidential candidate Donald Trump talks to supporters at
the Trump Tower in Manhattan. So far, the effort has been
limited to a group of donors and Republican National
Committee officials. Photo: AP/Bebeto Matthews FILE - In this
May 7, 2016 file photo, New York Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump talks to supporters at the Trump
Tower in Manhattan. So far, the effort has been limited to a
group of donors and Republican National Committee
officials. Photo: AP/Bebeto Matthews WASHINGTON (AP) —
Republican presidential front-runner Donald Trump has
tapped a longtime Republican operative with close ties to
the party establishment to lead his vice presidential search,
the Trump campaign announced Thursday. The Republican
National Committee’s executive director, Sean Spicer, and
Kansas congressman Mike Pompeo, who has been in
discussions with the Trump campaign about the job, were
involved in the decision to name pollster and political
strategist Frank Luntz to the position, the campaign said. In
an exclusive interview with The Associated Press, Luntz said
Trump needs to regain the trust of voters and broaden his
appeal by reaching out to women and minorities. He said
that the election could be closer than it looks, with a “tipping
point coming” that could make or break Trump, as it did with
Mitt Romney in 2012. He cautioned, however, that “it's a
long process” and predicted a “nightmare scenario” for
Trump if he bows out and loses on Election Day. Luntz’s
move to join the Trump campaign is one of the first big hires
for the new administration. Spicer, who has been the subject
of criticism from Trump and other candidates after the RNC
changed its position on whether it could support the real
estate mogul, is the highest-profile of what could be dozens
of RNC hires in the new administration. “I’'m a big fan of
Frank,” Spicer told the AP. “Frank will help us with our data,
with messaging, with message discipline. We€ d0c515b9f4
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