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With English Subs (HD)Â .‘Lil Wayne says he’ll blow up the courthouse
TALLAHASSEE — Florida’s music industry may be bigger than it’s ever been,

but some musicians are grumbling that the state’s system of protecting music
makers is in danger of becoming a money-grubbing, corporate-run operation.

And so it was no surprise Thursday when Gov. Rick Scott signed into law a bill
that would legalize the sale of pirated copies of music and movies in Florida.

Now, state officials must decide what to do about the “unauthorized copies” that
are already for sale in venues around the state. While signs of a thriving local

music scene have been growing in recent years, some artists and industry
experts warn that the state’s record-buying public has lost patience with small
businesses that sell pirated CDs, DVDs or other items from what they say is a

thriving underground market in the Sunshine State. They say that serious online
piracy, such as illegal downloads, is threatening the survival of small record

companies, book publishers and film studios. And in the meantime, they
complain, the state is moving to dilute the protection of music for customers

whose income comes from legal sales. “Once the music goes into the
computers, our jobs are gone,” said James Burns, a Nashville-based producer

and songwriter who regularly tours Florida and licenses a majority of his songs
to local record companies. “We’re hemorrhaging jobs because the industry is

bleeding from record companies, who are going out of business.” Burns said it’s
no coincidence that the so-called “red light district” — a stretch of road in

Nashville where pirated CDs can be found — shares a street with a bustling
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